
Wednesday 16 February No school for Prep Students 

 

Wednesday 23 February No school for Prep Students 

 

Monday 28 February  Grade 5/6 Campers leave for Portsea 

Wednesday 2 March  Grade 5/6 Campers return 

 

Our School Vision 

‘For all children to reach their full potential and become effective members of society’ 

87 - 91 Grand Blvd, Craigieburn  Phone: 9308 1228 

www.craigieburnps.vic.edu.au   



Welcome to the new school year! It is my pleasure to write our first newsletter for 2022 and warmly 

welcome our new families to the Craigieburn community. 

This newsletter will be published fortnightly on a Friday afternoon and parents can access it through Compass. If you 

require a hard copy, please collect one from the office. The newsletter is an important form of communication be-

tween the school and home, so please ensure you read it with your children so that you know what is happening at 

our wonderful school. 

 

Great Start to 2022! 

I am pleased to report to you that we have had a very smooth start to the year with all students settling well into their 

new classes. Prior to the students beginning this year, our staff worked hard to plan and establish their classrooms 

as supportive and inviting learning environments for our students to learn in. 

Your child’s classroom teacher is the first point of contact if you have any queries. As you are probably already 

aware, the start and the end of the school day are very busy in addition to the current limitations we must adhere to. 

So you may need to make an alternate time to meet or talk with your child’s teacher if you need to discuss issues in 

more detail. If you have any other queries beyond the classroom teacher you can contact either Amanda Lee (P-2 

Assistant Principal), Simon Rennick (4-6 Assistant Principal). 

It has been so wonderful to welcome our parents and carers back in our school grounds. I would like to thank you for 

supporting us with our CovidSafe plan by either wearing a mask where possible when entering the school grounds, 

having a meeting spot outside one of the gates, and dropping off and collecting your children outside the classroom 

door, so we don’t exceed density limits and maintain social distancing requirements. 

 

 

Covid Safe Plan 

Masks: 

• All teachers and students from Grades 3-6 must wear a mask unless we have received an exemption.                       

Students in Prep – Grade 2 are encouraged to wear a mask. 

• All parents entering the school grounds where possible are strongly encouraged to wear a mask, even                      

outdoors, as we endeavour to minimise the spread of COVID-19 in our school community. 

• Parents are not able to enter buildings at this stage. If you do need to enter a school building, you must come 

to the front office and check-in using the QR code and have your vaccination status checked by staff. 

 



 Rapid Antigen Testing / What to do if you get a positive result: 

• All teachers and all students are asked to perform twice-weekly voluntary rapid antigen testing at home. 

• Tests have been distributed to our families for weeks 1 and 2. Additional tests will be distributed for weeks 3 

and 4 of this term. 

• If you are yet to collect your free Rapid Antigen Tests, please call the office to make arrangements. 

• If your child tests positive, you need to report this to the school immediately and they must quarantine for 7 

days (inclusive of weekends) and must not attend school during this period. 

• Staff members must quarantine for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) unless a critical work exemption has been 

agreed. 

• Once the school has been notified, we will do whatever we can to support you and your child, record that they 

will be absent from school while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has 

been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. 

• If positive, you must also report a positive case through the Department of Health system                                         

(Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 

• If your child is a household contact of a positive case, please notify the school of this. They must also                          

quarantine for 7 days and must not attend school during this time. 

 

Onsite prevention measures: 

• All classrooms and learning spaces have air purifiers and are further ventilated with open doors and windows 

• Hand sanitiser is available in all classrooms and used on entry 

• Non-contact greetings (not shaking hands or hugging each other) 

• Classes will schedule lessons outdoors where possible 

• Physical distancing among all students and staff where possible, including density limits 

• Multiple entry and exit points to the school to prevent congestion and minimise parents onsite at any one time. 

 

Every Day Counts 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at 

school every day – missing school puts them behind. 

The importance of daily attendance, particularly in response to the disruptive learning time we had in 2021, is a priori-

ty for our school. 



Why it’s important 

We all want our students to get a great education and the building blocks for a great education begin with students 

coming to school each and every day. 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in 

the later years of school.  

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind and can affect 

their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writ-

ing and reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting in early 

Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of 

school will often continue to miss classes in the later years and receive lower test scores than their classmates. It’s 

vital that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school. Being on time to school is also 

an important routine to establish in the early years. 

What we can do 

The main reasons for absence are: 

• Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that 

they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and                   

exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

• It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term. 

• “Day off” – think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their classmates. Every 

day counts. 

• Truancy — this is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can be 

many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. 

If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure they don’t fall 

behind: 

 Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up. 

 Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 



Remember, everyday counts 

If your child must miss school, report their absence using Compass or contact your classroom teacher as early as 

possible. Openly communicating with the school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues being 

escalated to a School Attendance Officer.  

If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work together to 

get your child to school every day. For more information and resources to help address attendance issues, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx 

Establishing High Expectations 

The first few weeks of school are very important, and our aim is to make all of our students feel comfortable and    

successful in their new year level and classroom. Your child’s teacher will be working closely with the class to                 

establish classroom expectations and routines. They will discuss behaviour and work expectations and set the tone 

for the year. Teachers are also currently working on developing a picture of the capabilities of each student. 

My goal for all of the students at Craigieburn Primary School is to enable them to achieve their personal best both  

socially and academically, and that they are happy, engaged and productive each day. I have high expectations of 

our students and staff, and as the educational leader of our school I look forward to supporting all of them throughout 

2022 to achieve their goals. 

 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING LIABILITY 

The Department of Education and Training have asked all schools to alert communities that they do not provide     

personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have 

student accident insurance / ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for the        

injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance / transport and any other transport costs.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx


SHARING OF FOOD / ALLERGIES 

A number of students at our school have allergies to a variety of foods which could cause severe       

reactions. All staff have been trained to observe the signs of food allergies and know the steps to 

take in case someone has a reaction. The school has put in place Action Plans for all children with severe allergies 

to ensure they are safe at school. 

To limit the risk of children eating something that may cause them to have a reaction, I have asked all teachers to 

remind students that they are not allowed to share or swap foods with others. In most cases, the children with        

allergies are acutely aware of what they are able to eat or not eat, but sometimes products have hidden ingredients 

which could cause a reaction.  

 

CANTEEN 

The School Canteen is open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Canteen is closed on Tuesdays. 

Please use Flexischools to put in your child’s lunch order. You can also order snacks on Flexischools (not 

ice creams) as the Canteen is not open for over the counter sales during recess and lunch. 

The canteen is run by the school and relies on Parent Volunteers to assist with the preparation and sale of items for 

the children. We would really appreciate regular volunteers who could help out at the Canteen (Weekly, Fortnightly or 

Monthly). Please contact the school on 9308 1228 if you could help out. 

 

UP TO DATE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please update your contact information on Compass if you have changed your phone numbers or 

address over the holidays. 

 

 

CRAIGIEBURN PRIMARY SCHOOL PRIVACY POLICY 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions 

or where permitted by law, as stated in our School’s Privacy Policy as stated on our website. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website. 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information is also 

available in nine community languages. 

Be your best each and every day… 

Bernadette Pizaro 

Principal 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


It has been wonderful to welcome students and families back to Craigieburn Primary School for Term 1. The 

school yard and classrooms are abuzz with happy children reconnecting with their friends and teachers.  

Our Preps have started that huge transition from Kinder to School. It is a challenging time, as our Preps become 

familiar with their new environments, different people, changed routines and longer days. Parents and carers are 

also adjusting to these changes, as their children head off to school each day. 

All year levels have engaged in Learning to Learn lessons that focus on getting to know others in the classroom, 

establishing positive learning routines or classroom processes, and understanding our school values. The Welfare 

lessons have focused on social and emotional learning and students also participated in ‘Safer Internet Day’. 

The school continues to develop positive learning environments to help our students reach their full potential. If 

you have concerns, often a conversation with the teacher can assist in resolving issues, but please contact the 

school if you need further assistance.  

Welfare - Social and Emotional Learning @ Craigieburn Primary 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is the development through which people develop and effectively apply the 

knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve goals, feel and 

show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships and make responsible decisions. SEL im-

pact is long term!  

Through targeted Welfare lessons, (every day for the first 2 weeks and then weekly), students will be focusing on 
self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision making. Prep – 
Grade 6 students will spend the first 2 weeks focusing on learning expectations, wellbeing, identity and social 
skills.  

The ZONES of Regulation will be introduced to all students during these first 2 weeks. Students from prep to 

Grade 6 will be looking into each zone and developing common language to express emotions, behaviours and 

strategies. Students will develop a common language to articulate thoughts and feelings and develop a toolkit of 

strategies to navigate their environments (school, home….). 

Information about The ZONES of Regulation 

The ZONES  is a concept designed by an occupational therapist Leah Kuypers to help kids gain skills in the area of 

self-regulation. Self-regulation (self-control, self-management impulse control) is defined as the best state of 

alertness of both the body and emotions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Rennick 

Assistant Principal 
Grade 3 to Grade 6 

Amanda Lee 
Assistant Principal 

Prep to Grade 2 



The ZONES are designed to help students recognise when they are in different zones as well as learn how to use 

strategies to change or stay in the zone they are in. In addition to addressing self-regulation, the students have 

an increased vocabulary of emotions, skills in reading other’s emotions/expressions, perspective about how    

others see and react to their behaviour, insight into events that trigger their behaviour, calming and alerting 

strategies, and problem-solving skills. 

  At school and at home students can use The ZONES language and talk about con-

cepts of The ZONES as they a pply in each environment. Students are encouraged to 

articulate how they are feeling by relating it to the zone they may be in: 

“This is really frustrating me and making me go into the YELLOW ZONE.                                                         

I need to use a tool to calm down. I will take some deep breaths”. 

You may like to discuss with your child/ren tools they are building for each zone. Encourage them to be aware of 

what zone they are in so they can self-regulate their reactions and behaviours. Once they are aware of what zone 

they are in you can help them move back to the GREEN zone (happy, calm, and ready to learn).  

 

Wendy Alway 

Wellbeing Co-ordinator 

 

 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 2022 

 

 

 

This year, Craigieburn Primary School supported Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 8 February. The teachers at CPS 

used eSafety resources to help our students have safer, more positive experiences online. These resources were 

appropriately sourced and the lessons were planned for the respective age groups. This day is celebrated in 170 

countries around the world and the theme for 2022 is #PlayitFairOnline. Our school implements policies and         

processes to protect our staff and students and we encourage them to report online abuse. CPS is committed to 

raising online safety awareness in our community and helping young people build positive online relationships. 

 The Prep to Grade 2 students watched a story book being read online that explained the importance of being 

safe online and discussed what to do if they felt unsafe or uncomfortable. The went on to make face masks of 

Swoosh (the main character) so that they can be reminded of what Swoosh would do if he felt unsafe online.  



   Grade 1 students discussing Swoosh and Glide.                             Students creating Swoosh masks. 

Grade 3 students 

sharing their             

ideas of how to be 

safe online. 

The Grade 3 and 4 students discussed the definition of cyber 

bullying and watched Hector and his friends appropriately 

dealing with cyber bullying. Students brainstormed ideas of 

what they could do if they felt that they were being bullied 

online and they created short plays in small groups which 

were presented to the class.  

The Grade 5 and 6 students watched a clip of             
Australian athletes discussing their online                            
experiences and how they deal with situations where 
they do not feel comfortable. They discussed the  
positives about being online and the tips they would 
give other people about how to remain safe online. 
The upper year levels went deeper into the learning 
and participated in an activity where they were               
required to discern between what constitutes                     
bullying, cyber bullying and what is not defined as 
bullying.  

Grade 5 students listening to Australian 

athletes speak about safety online and 

creating a class display. 

Bobby Stanisic 

Leading Teacher 



First Day of Prep 2022 
Welcome Prep Families to our Craigieburn Primary School Community. The first couple of days have been filled 

with emotion, excitement, uncertainty, and tiredness, but mostly a sense of relief as we all watch our Preppies                 

transition into school life.  

Prep teachers are delighted with the way the students have begun to settle into classroom routines and school 

life. A big thank you to all for preparing your child so well in making this transition such a smooth and happy             

experience for everyone. 

A reminder that Wednesdays in February are Prep Free Days. These days have been set aside for Prep                            

Assessments. If you haven’t already, please book in a time for your child via Compass. 





Why use the library?  

To enjoy and learn! 

 

In all areas, students are developing the skills to find and use information effectively, both in books and online. 

The library helps them learn how to find the best information.  

 

The library also provides resources for students and staff to support student learning, supporting interests and 

reading for fun. 

There is a wide range of picture fiction, novels and non-fiction books for students to choose from. 

There is a timetable for lessons and your child’s teacher will let you know when the class has library sessions. 

 

Borrowing 

Books are borrowed for one week, with an extension available if requested. You can only borrow two books at a 

time. If both items are overdue, students cannot borrow until either the item is returned, or a note received from 

the parents/caregivers saying that they have looked and cannot find the item. When items are lost, the library 

tries to buy a new copy, but that is not always possible. Please try to always return books, even if they have              

become damaged. 

 

Borrowing/returning procedures 

All students are encouraged to be independent and responsible users of the Library. 

To return the books, students place their books in the library tub in their classroom. These are brought over to 

the library on their library day. Students can also bring the book to the library to return it or “feed the              

monster” as we call it. 

 

Overdue Notices 

If books are overdue, students will not be able to borrow until the overdue books are returned. 

Overdue notices are provided to students to remind them to return books. Students can ask for an extension of 

the loan, if they have not finished reading it.  

If you have any queries, please email the school or 

your child can speak to Ms Ireland in the library, 

who would love to assist.  

 



Care of Books  

Books are costly to purchase, so we ask students to care for our library books. Please encourage your child to use 

clean hands, not eat or drink while reading, take care when turning pages (from corners not the middle of the 

page), avoid picking at the plastic or spine, use a bookmark, and store the books carefully in a library bag, away 

from a drink bottle.   

 

Wet books turn mouldy and cannot be used. 

 

What can Parents do to help?  

 

Books borrowed from the library are ones that interest your child, they borrow for enjoyment and personal 

choice of learning.  

 

It does not need to be a book at their reading level. Please share the books with your child when they bring them 

home by reading to them or asking questions after they read them. 

 

Have a special spot at home to keep library books (away from pets and toddlers). 

Encourage your child to develop the habit of putting the books back in this spot each time.  

Contact Craigieburn.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

 

Ms Ireland 

Library Technician 

 

Miss Dogan 

Leading Teacher 

Literacy Co-ordinator 

mailto:Craigieburn.ps@education.vic.gov.au




The following is a brief summary of the rules and regulations that you need to follow to avoid 

receiving a Traffic Infringement Notice: 

 DO NOT PARK in the SWIMMING POOL CAR PARK. This area is specifically for pool users 

only and is their PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

• 2 MINUTE ZONE – This is a Kiss & Drop Zone. Drivers are not permitted to 

leave their vehicle. If you park and leave your vehicle, it prevents other drivers 

from pulling in and dropping off their children. 

• DO NOT PARK in No Standing Areas around the school. These are signed to ensure that traffic 

can flow through the car park and the safety of our students is protected. 

Children exiting and boarding cars in No Standing areas are putting themselves at high risk as 

other drivers don’t expect this to happen. 

• DO NOT PARK in the Disabled Parking Bays unless you have the appropriate permits to do so. 

• DO NOT PARK or DROP OFF children in the Loading Zone. This is the curved parking area at the 

end of the entrance road. 

• DO NOT PARK ON GRASSED AREAS.  Vehicles parking / driving on the grassed areas are often 

not expected by pedestrians. 

• Travel at an appropriate speed through the car park.  Maximum speed in the Car Park area is 

20kph.  The maximum speed on roads around the school is 40kph. 

• STOP at the Pedestrian Crossings when someone is crossing the road. 

•    DO NOT PARK in NO STANDING ZONES at the back of the school. If you are collecting or 

dropping off children in this area, please park responsibly.  The local residents in the area have 

made numerous calls to the school and Hume City Council about vehicles parking over driveways, 

on nature strips etc. 
 

Suggestions to assist with parking: 

REMEMBER that all of these rules have been put in place to ensure the safety of our students.  It 

would be very upsetting if a child was hurt because of the inappropriate driving or parking of a 

small minority of our community who can’t be patient and wait for others to move. 

• Encourage children to walk or ride to school.  • The Bike Compound is locked during the day. 

• Try and arrive earlier in the morning. • On nice days, leave the car at home and walk. 

• Park in the side streets and walk a short distance to the school.  



All children need to wear a School Sun Smart Hat                                
during Terms 1 and 4.  

Hats must be in good condition and should not have 
graffiti on them.  

Children without hats will be asked to sit in the                                 
NO HAT AREA/GYM. 

 

Please make sure that all uniforms and hats                                                   
are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

 

Uniforms that are named can easily                                                              
be returned to your child.               


